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ROYAL STATEMENT OF KING CHULALONGKORN
DURING HIS ROYAL VISIT TO THE WAR DEPARTMENT
B.E.2435 (1892)

“..Moreover we are delighted to see the platoon of military company that has
already regulated. Although the platoon is small in size, but such platoon has set an
example of the large existing company and would further increase in number
in future. Military remains important for protecting Royal Territory and the cause for
the authority to sustainably expand. Military is not designated to only fight during the
time of war, but is also designated to prevent the war from happening...
..Thus, all military company is legal entity as they uphold peace for the nation.
| am intent to provide supports for all military to always be prosper, and therefore,

all military should be delighted that their duties are always at great importance...”
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THAI MILITARY AFFAIRS IN THE BEGINNING OF
THE REIGN KING CHULALONGKORN

OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARY FOR DEFENCE
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King Chulalongkormn Ascended the
throne to the throne after his father on Ocfober
1,1868, while he was young, that is, he was
only 15 years old. Appointment Chao Phraya Sri-
suriyawong (Bunnag period) Samuha Phra Defence
(af that time) was the Regent until he had 20 years old.
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CHAOPHRAYA SURIYAWONGSE
(Bunnag period)

Samuha Phra Defence
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While still o young king The regent is
Chaophraya Srisuriyawong therefore organized a
study dedicated to His Maijesly the successor of His
Maijesty the King Including laying out guidelines for the
royal fo visit abroad In neighboring British colonies
such as Singapore, Java, Burma and India. Which
organizing education in the said period his majesty
has a wish to advance the country in line with changes
in neighboring countries that have been developed
from the west. It is one of the important reasons that
make him His Majesty initiated the reform of the
country at a lafer time.

Especially in the year 1872, after his
highness refurned from Prasat, Singapore and Batavia.
(Jakarta Indonesia in the past) adopted the military
style that Europeans practiced in the two cities and

adapted them to suit Siam at the time, namely
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1. The Royal Thai Army graciously ordered to
collect various military units and to set up a military
unit in the sub-jurisdiction of the Royal Thai Amy, a
fotal of 7 regiments, consisting of the Royal Household,
Rajavallop, Royal Guard lifeguard department Wang
Siege Army Regiment Lfront of Adillery Regiment The
Elephant Regiment and the Waterman’s Regiment

2. The Royal Navy has graciously pleased.
To modify the original military unit and set up a
military unit in the sub-division of the Navy, including
2 regiments, consisiing of the Naval Regiment, Vesafri
Throne Hall (Old light mechanic) and the Arsumpol
Department (Original Marine soldier). All @ military
units are affiliated with the army and navy. He used
foreign officers as frainees with a boss and a civil
servant who is the one who placed his heart as the
commander and go up directly to His Majesty the
King along with improving the weapons to be suitable
for the times according to the country’s power and to

esfablish a more concise military dress regulations.
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When he was 20 years old and had the coronation
ceremony on November 16,1873 he had complete
royal power without having a regent. Therefore has
the royal initiative to develop military affairs to be
modern in line with various civilizations which in
the year 1881 was graciously pleased to organize the
administration of the military in the front to be more
appropriate along with His Majesty the King to build a
new military office outside the fence of the Grand
Palace. And close to the Grand Palace to prevent any
accident in a timely manner by granting the area of the
boss’s palace Some of the main road and the granary
royal rice for Phra Nakhon is an area for building
the Royal Military Office,The building construction cost
is 7,000 baht or 560,000 baht and the decoration cost of
125 or 10,000 baht is the construction value and Carry
out a total of 570,000 baht for the consfruction of
the office of the new front military office regiment.
Started construction in the year 1882. And completed
construction in the year 1884 and on July 18, 1884
King Chulalongkorn His Majesty graciously ordered
proceeded to open a new front military office and
bestowed the name front barracks (Town hall defence

up fo the present)
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In addition His Highness also graciously
ordered To organize an army and districts based on the
original framework and guidelines Divided into
3 armies, that is

1) Northern districts army under the com-
mand of the Chancellor.

2) Army of southern districts under the
command of the prime minister.

3) the army of the seaside districts under
the command of Chao Phraya Phra Klang.

Later, on April 8, 1887 King Chulalongkom His
Majesty graciously ordered to proclaim the royal
order called military announcement by esfablishing the
department of operations at the front barracks (Now
the defence city hall) to combine the 7 Regiments of the
army and 2 regiments of the navy together. Therefore
the beginning of modern military operations to be
infernational on par with other countries. And support
the face of threats from colonial powers subsequently,
the department of strategy has continuously developed
in terms of government agencies, structures, powers,
duties and missions until becoming the current Ministry

of Defence.
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